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II. A Letter concerning the Antiquity of the Vene- 
real Difeafe. <By Mr. William Becket, Surge- 
on, F. R. S. to William Wagftaffe, M. D. 
S. R. & ColL Med. Lond. Soc. and by him com- 
municated to the <Rpyal Society. 

SIR, 

BEFORE I engage in the principal Defign of 
this Letter ; which will be to prove, that the 
Venereal Difeafe, when it came to be confirmed, was 
frequently known among us fome hundreds of Years 
before the Siege of Naples : I (hall endeavour to refute the 
Opinion of thofe Perfbns, who believe it to have had its rife 
there, if any fuch fhall remain, who hav eread over my for- 
mer Letter *, True indeed it is, that there have not been 
wanting feveral modern Authors, who have aflerted it; 
but I determine to make it appear to be an Error as 
inconfiderately, and haftily received, as ftarted by fome 
Chimerical Author ; who, becaufe feveral Writers a- 
bout that time, observing the Difeafe to begin in the 
Pudenda, ieparated it from another, with which it was 
before confounded, muft likewife take upon him to 
aflert its being a new Diftemper, and to afiign a cer- 
tain Time and Place for its Rife. Now one might 
with all the Reafon in the World expedr, that, if the 
Difeafe had its Original there, it muft have been fo 
certainly and infallibly known, that there could have 
been no doubtful or uncertain Opinions about it, bat 
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that the Phyficians, who refided in or near the ? lace, 
and thofe more efpecially, who interefted thcmfelvcs fo 
far as to write of it, muft have ail of them, to a Man, 
agreed upon the Certainty of a thing, the Knowledge 
of the Truth of which was Co eafily attainable. But 
on the contrary, Nicholas Letmicenus., who was the firft 
Italian Phyfician, that wrote of this Difeafc, and who 
lived at the very time, when Naples was befieged, is lb 
far from acknowledging it to have had its rile there, 
from the French Soldiers Converfarion with the Ita- 
lian Women, and fo little did he know of its true 
Caufe, that he does not allow it to be the Conie- 
quent of impure Embraces. About this time it was 
likewife, that Pope Alexander the Vlth engaged Gaf- 
far Torella to write of this Diftemper. This Pope 
was in League with Alptonfus King of Naples, again!* 
Charles VIII. King of Prance, to prevent his paffing 
thro' Italy, when he went to befiege Naples ; yet this 
Author is fo far from allowing it to have had its 
Original there, that he tells us, the Aftrolegers were 
of opinion, that it proceeded from I know not what 
particular Conftellations. Nor does Sebaftiams Aqui- 
lanus, who lived at that time, allow it to be any 
other than an ancient Cileafe; or Ant emus Scanaro- 
I'tus, who wrote in 1498, which was but four or five 
Years after the beforemention'd Siege. Nor do fe- 
veral other Authors, then living, fay one Word about 
this Neapolitan Story. Out it teems Ulricas de Hut ten, 
a German Kr. who was no Phyfician, positively af- 
firms this Difeafe to have had its rile there, but how 
he mould come to know this, who lived at luch a 
diflance from the Place, and they, who were Phyfi- 
cians rcfiding as it were upon the fpot, be igno- 
rant of it, will be as much credited, as his follow- 
ing inconfiftent Relation, which will fufliciently prove, 
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how little care he took to be apprifed of the Truth 
of what he wrote. Thi* very Author tells us this 
Difeafe was unknown till the Year 1495, or there- 
abouts j that he himfelf had ir, when he wrs a Child, 
and fo conlequemly that it was hereditary, or from 
the Nurfe. He wrote his Book of this Fsificirjper at 
Mentzy where it was printed by John Sclcjjer in qto, 
in the Year 1519. Now if we allow him to be 
but ^7 Years of Age, when he wrote, (for he casinot 
be fuppos'd to be lefs, who before this took upon 
him to cure his Father of the Venereal Difea(c ; with- 
out the A Alliance of any Phyfician or Surgeon,,) he 
muft have had the Diilemper upon him, according to 
his own Account, before ever it was in being. Thus 
we may fee, how Perfons may be impos'd upon by a 
hafty and inconfiftent Writer, no way qualified for 
fuch an Undertaking, and greedily receive in Fal- 
fhoods inftead of Truths, if they will not be at the 
Pains of confulting the Original Writings of our Pre- 
deceflors, the only fine Method of overthrowing fuch 
Chimerical and imaginary Notions 

But to come to what is principally defigned in this 
letter; If I have, Sir, in my former fuificicntly pro- 
ved, that the firft Degree of the Venereal D.feafe was 
very common among us fome hundreds of Years, be- 
fore it is commonly (aid to have been known in Europe; 
there will be no Reafon for any body to conceive we 
were at that time in any meafure Strangers to it, 
when it came to be confirmed; more efpecially, when 
we conftder the Methods of Treatment in thofe Times, 
which confiding principally in topical Applications, 
many of their Patients could not poffibly efcape ha- 
ving it confirmed on them. Now when it was in 
this confirmed State, the Writers of thofe eaily times 
looked upon it as an entirely new Difeafe, and not a 
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Confequent of any Evil before contracted, becaufe 
they were not apprifed, that the firft Symptoms be- 
ing removed, and the Difeafe to Appearance cured, 
it fhould afterwards difcover it felf in fuch a manner, 
as fhould not feem to have the leaft Analogy with the 
Symptoms, that firft attack d a part, which had been 
for a confiderable time free from any Misfortune. 
But becaufe the Symptoms are the only true Cha- 
raclerifticks, whereby we are infallibly able to know 
one Difeafe from another, it may be expected, that I pro- 
duce fufficient Authorities, to demonftrate they were 
all of them known and defcribed by ancient Phyfical 
and Chirurgical Writers, juft as they appear to be 
in the Venereal Difeafe at this Day, if I would prove 
that Difeafe to be of a much more ancient Date, than 
is generally thought ; and if I do this, I cannot but 
think it will be fatisfaclory, fince we can have no 
other way of coming to a Knowledge of any one 
Diftemper, than by its Symptoms. The Method of 
laying down the exacl: Succeffion of them, will be 
impoffible to be reduced to any certain and infalli- 
ble Rule, there being fo great a Variety of Caufes, 
that obftrucl fuch a Regularity 5 for which Reafon, 
J (hall take notice of them in fuch Order as they 
moft generally appear, which was upon no account 
to be expected from our ancient Writers, for as much 
as they mention every particular Symptom by it felf, 
not knowing but that they were independent of each 
other, and that each of them was a diftind Difeafe. 
However, the proving thefe Symptoms were in being 
in thefe early times, will be as ftrong an Argument 
to prove the Antiquity of this Diftemper, as if they 
had been regifter'd in the moft exacl: Order of Suc- 
ceflion, becaufe we fhall, upon the ftri cleft Examina- 
tion, 
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tion, find they are peculiar to the Venereal Malady 
only. I have, I hope, fufficiently made it appear in my 
former Letter, that the firfl: degree of this Difeafe was 
anciently known among us by the name of the Brenn- 
ing, or Burning; and that it was the fame Thing 
with what we now call a Clap. The Symptoms, which 
are ufually its concomitants, are the Phymofis, and 
Paraphymofis, both which are accurately described, 
and proper Remedies for them fet down by the be- 
fore mentioned John Arden Efq^ in another Manu- 
fcript of his, curioully written upon Vellum, and beau- 
tifully illuminated. The imprudent Method of Cure 
of this firft degree of the "Venereal Malady, is fome- 
times attended with a Caruncle in the Urethra, which 
was a Difeafe very common among us anciently.- For 
not to mention other early writers, our before men- 
tioned Author gives us the Cafe of a certain Rector, 
that had fuch a Subftance, like a Wart, growing in 
the Penis, which in another Place he fays frequently 
happens and of another, which had ftich an Excrefcence 
as big as a fmall Strawberry, which (fays he,) pro- 
ceeded from the corrupted Matter, which remained 
in the Urethra. 

And indeed there is not any Symptom of the Ve- 
nereal Difeafe, that I find fo often mentioned as this 
of the Caruncle, infomuch that it feems to have been 
more common in thofe early times, than at this Day. 
But this mull be certainly owing to the fmooih and 
oily Remedies they were continually injecting, which, 
by their relaxing and foftning the Fibres of the part, 
muft neceffarily difpofe the contexture of fmall Blood 
Veflels, lodged at the bottom of the little Ulcerations, to 
fill with nutritious juices, and to extend themfelvesfo,as 
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to form fuch fungous Excrefcences; and fo folieirous 
were they foe removing thefe inconveniences, thac 
they made ufe of fcveral ways by Corrofives and o* 
ther Methocls, co accomplish this end ; and a very ear- 
ly Writer amc:>g us, has given us a very methodi- 
cal and curious TrafS: on this Subjed, wherein he re- 
commends the removing them by the medicated Can- 
dle, which we ufe at this Day, and lays down divers 
other infirudions, in Relation to it, which makes it 
probably the beft Difcourle on this Subject, that was 
ever yet written The fame Author takes notice of 
thofe contumacious Ulcers, which happen upon the 
Clans and the neighbouring parts, which we now 
call Sbankcrs ; and the great Tiouble, our ancient Au- 
thors found in attempting their Cure fufheiently 
difcover them to have had their Original from a Ve- 
nereal Infection. Thefe feveral Symptoms of the Vene- 
real Malady our early Writers are very full in their 
Accounts of, and others, when the Difeafe was in 
a more confirmed State, to which they appropriated 
particular Names, perhaps more figniflcant and expref 
live than thofe impofed by modern Authors. Thus for 
inflance, the Bubo's in the Groins they called Dorfers, 
which I have given a Reafon for before i and the Vene- 
real Nodes on the Shin Bones they termed the Boonhaw, 
which gives us a perfect Idea, not only of the pare 
affected but after what manner it was Diieafed ; for 
the old Englifh Word, Hawe, flgnified a fwelling of any 
Fart. Thus for inflance, a little Swelling upon the Cor- 
nea, was anciently called the Hawe in the Eye, and 
the Swelling that frequently happens on the Finger, 
on one fide the Nail, was called the white Hawe, and 
afterwards Whitfiaw. The procefs our lafi: menti» 
oned Author recommends, for the Cure of the Boon 
or Bone Hawe, is by making ufe of a Plaifter, which 
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had a Hole cut in the mid ft, to circumfctibe it » 
and applying a Cauftick of unflacked Lime, and black 
Soap incorporated together, which, with PlaiHer and 
Bandage, was to be iecured on the part four Hours, 
and longer, if that was not found fufficient ; after this 
he proceeds to the feparating the Slough, &c. This 
Practice of his feems to have been found out by ac- 
cident. For he tells us, when he was a young Practi- 
tioner, he having applyed both the Natural and Ar- 
tificial At lenick to the Leg of a Man, that was his 
Patient, it (b mortified the Flefh, as furprized him; 
but by proper digctlives, the Ei'char coming on\ and 
leaving the Bone bare, he fcraped it with an fnftru- 
ment for fevcral Days, and dreft it with Incarnatives, 
defigning to have ingendred Flefli on it; but this 
proving unfuccefsful, he continued to (crape k, till he 
obferved it move under the Inftrument, after which 
having (eparated it, he found the Sore covered with 
new Flefli, and that the* Bone was four Inches in 
length, two in breadth, and very thick, upon the re- 
moval of which the Patient was foon cured. Thus 
its probable this Obfervation of this great Man led 
our Predeceflbrs to practice the very fame Method ; 
end we do at this Day in our Hofpitals treat the Ve- 
nereal Modes on the Shins exaftly as is here defcti- 
bvd, where we oblcrve the fame appearances, he lb 
long before took notice of ; and 'tis not in the Ieaft: 
to be doubted, but the Boon Haw and our Venereal 
Nodes are the fame Difeafe. By the appearance of 
fame of the laft of the above mentioned Symptoms, 
we infallibly judge the Patient has had the Infection 
upon him a confiderable time, and that the Difeafe is 
malong its gradual advances, to the corrupting and 
deftroying the whole frame of the Body. That this 
was the Conclusion of the miferies of thofe Perfons, 
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that gave themfelves up to the deceitful delights 
and entertainments of lewd Women, in thofe early 
times as well as now, I cannot better prove than by 
thofe remarkable inilances you quoted from a MS. 
in Lincoln Colledge, in Oxon* which you kindly com- 
municated to me, after you had mentioned them in 
one of your Learned Lectures in our Theatre. They 
are as follow, Nevi enim ego Magijler Thomas Gal- 
coigne, licet indignus, facrx TheologU Doctor, qui hac fcripfi 
& collegia diverfos viros, qui mortui fuerunt ex putrefac- 
tione rwmbrorunt factum genitalium ejr corporis fui ; quae cor- 
rupt io & put ref actio, ut ipfi dixerunt,caajata fuit per ex- 
ercitium copula carnalis cum mu'ieribus. Magnus enim dux 
in Angli, fcil. J. de Gaunt, mortuus eft ex tali putrefaca 
tione membrorum genitalium, ejr corporis \ui, caufata per fre- 
quentationem mulierum. Magnus enim fornicator fuit, ut in 
toto Regno Anglic divulgabatur, & ante mortem (uamjacens 
fie infirmus in leflo, eandem futrefacfionem Regi Anglis 
Jiicardo fecundo oftendit, cum tdem Rex eundem Ducem in 
fud infirmitate vifitcvit; & dixit mihi qui i [I a novit «- 
nus pdelis f>cr<e Theologize Baccdaureus. Willus etiam 
longe vir mHur<e at at is & de civitat. Londonii, motms 
eji ex tali putrefaffione membrorum fuorum genitdium 
$ corporis ftti, caufata per copulam carnalem cum Mulieribus, 
ut ipfmet pluries confejfu? eft ante mortem [nam, quumma- 
nu fua propria eleemofpas diflribuit ut ego novi anno Dm. 
1450. Now what thofe inflances mentioned from Ar- 
den, or thefe from Gafcoigne, who was then Chancellor 
of Oxford, cou'd pofiibly be but Venereal Cafes, I 
would be obliged to any body to inform me. Certain 
it is, no Difeafe was ever known to be gotten by the 
carnal Conversion of Women, which flrft attacked 
the Genitals, caufing a Corruption and Putrefaction of 
them, and afterward of the whole Frame of the Bo- 
dy, but that which is Venereal. For nothing is more 
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eommonly known at this Day, than that after the ve- 
nereal ingagement with an impure Woman, the Penis 
is the part where the Scene is firft laid for the fuc- 
ceeding Tragical appearances ; and there, and in the 
Neighbouring Parts, do the Symptoms of the Difeafe 
as its retainers, always firft aflemble, till the malig» 
nant Poyfon taints the Biood and other Juices ; which 
being convey'd over the whole Frame of the human 
Fabrick, if not check'd, foon brings about its total 
Corruption. 

What I have further to add in relation to this, is, 
becaufe we do not find the Difeafe mentioned by 
Gafeoig»e, was diftinguifh'd by any particular Name, 
and that great Numbers mud unavoidably die of the 
Venereal Malady at that time, from the imperfect 
Knowledge of thofe who had the treatment of the 
firft Degrees of it, it muft necefiarily follow, that 
when the whole Frame of the Body had received 
a taint from the Venereal Poyibn, fo as to occafion 
its breaking out in Scabs and Ulcers, armoft all over 
its Surface it muft generally be called by the Name 
of fome particular Difeafe, whofe appearances had 
fomewhat of an Affinity to it. Now if we examine 
the Nature of all the Difeafes that attack the Human 
Body, we mail not find the Venereal Malady, when it 
arrives at this State, to bear a greater Similitude to 
any than the Leprofy, as it is defcribed by the An- 
cients : Nay fo great was the Analogy betwixt thefe 
Difeafes fuppofed to be, that Sebaftiams Aquilams has 
endeavoured to prove from Gakn, Avian, Plin-f y &c. 
That the Pox is only one Species of the Leprofy ; and 
Jacobus Cataneus, a Writer almoft as early as the rife 
of the Name of the Fox, tells us 'tis not only pot 
fible there may be a tranfition, from one of thefe 
Difeafes into the other; but that he faw two Perfons 
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in whom the Pox was changed into the Leprofy : That 
is, from having great Pockes or Puftules on the Sur- 
face of their Bodies, from whence the Pox is deno- 
minated, to have become Ulcerous or Scabby. This 
particular State of the Difeafe anciently put the Sur- 
geons to a great deal of trouble : For they finding 
that thefe Uicers were of a very contumacious and 
rebellious Nature, they were obliged to make ufe of 
great numbers of remedies, in order to conquer the 
evil Difpofuion of them . But they obferved that all 
of them were ufelefs, unlefs Mercury was joined with 
them. Now the d refiling each particular Ulcer being 
fb very tedious, they ordered the Patiencs to daub 
the Ointments over the Parts which were ulcerated : 
which done they were wrapt in Linnen Cloaths till 
the next drefiing ; But after a few Days they were 
extreamly furpnzed, to find their Mouths began to 
be (ore, and that they fpit very profufely ; but they 
tell us to their aflonifhment, that in a little time 
the Sores became healed, and the Patients cured. And 
by this accident it was the Method of Salivating by 
Undtion was firft difcover'd, which is in fo much uft 
among us at this Day. From thefe and forae other 
inftances I have given of the Induftry and Applicati- 
on of our Predeceflbrs, and with what Sagacity they 
applyed every accidental hint, to the relieving their 
diflreffed fellow Creatures from the Misfortunes they 
laboured under ; we ought to be led to the big heft 
Efieem and Veneration of them, (and fomuch the more 
mod certainly) forafmuch as they were principally 
our own Country Men, who I can prove not only 
from feveral Perfons, coming from Foreign Parts to 
be cured of their Difeafes here in England, but for 
other Reafons that they excelled moft of their Co- 
temporaries in the Divine Art of Healing. Now al- 
though 
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though thofe Foreign Authorities, I before mentioned, 
might be looked upon as fufficient to convince any one, 
how our Anceftors blended thefegtwo Difeafes together : 
Yet (hall I purfue my defigned Method, and prove 
from our own Writers, long before thoie, that alrho* 
the Pox was not only among us, but in diftant Na- 
tions anciently confounded with the Leprofy ; yet fo 
exac-t were our Writers in their Obfervations of the 
Infectious Nature of one Species of that Difeafe, and 
defcribing the Symptoms, as was fufficient tO lead any 
Perfbn to the diftinguifhing between them, io as to 
feparate one Difeafe from the other. I (hall there- 
fore firft enquire into the manner how the Leprofy 
was fometimes faid to be gotten in thofe early times, 
and then examine the Symptoms of the Difeafe, that 
attacked the Patient. John Gadifden a very learned 
and famous Engllfb Phyfician, who fiourifhed about 
the Year i 540, in an excellent Work of his, he en- 
titles Rofa Anglica, fpeaking de infcfiione ex coitu Le- 
ft c/i, vel Leprcjo, fays as follows, Prima noiandnm quad 
Hie qui timet de excoriatione & arfara Virgo, pofl coitum 
flatim lavet Virgam cum aqua mixta aceto, vel cum «- 
/ inn propria & nihil mall habebit ; and in another place 
fpeaking, de Ulcere Virgo, he fays, fed ft quis vult 
memhrum ab omni corruptione fervare, cum a Muliere 
recedit, quam forte habet (ujpectam de immunditie, lavet 
illttd cam aqua frigida mixta, cum aceto, vel urina pro- 
pria intra vel extra praputium, He likewife fpeaking 
Hill of the Leprofy recommends a Decoction of Plan- 
tain and Rofes in Wine, to be made ufe of by the 
Woman, immediately after the Venereal Encounter ; upon 
which he tells us (he will be fecure. From hence it 
is evident fome of their Leprous Women (as they call'd 
them) were capable of communicating an infe&ious 
Malady to thofe that had carnal convention with 
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them which proves, the Pudenda of the Women mull be 
difeafed, for as much as we are abfolutely aflured In- 
fections of that Nature only happen when a found 
Part comes to an immediate Contact with a difeafed 
ones for the Symptoms always firft difplay themfelves 
in thofe Parts through which the Virulency is firft con- 
veyed. Now in a true Leprofy we never meet with 
the mention of any diforder in thofe Parts, which, if 
there be not, muft abfolutely fecure the Perfon from 
having that Difeafe communicated to him by coition 
with Leprous Women ; but it proves there was a 
Difeafe among them, which was not the Leprofy, al- 
though it went by that Name 5 and that this could 
be no other than Venereal becaufe it was infe&ious : 
for there is no other Difeafe that is capable of being 
communicated this way but the Venereal Difeafe, 
feeing the Pudenda are only in that Diftemper fo 
difeafed as to become capable of communicating their 
Contagion. I find the learned Gilbmus Anglieus who 
flour ifhed about the Year 1360* reafoning concer- 
ning the manner how it is poflible a Man fliou'd be 
infe&ed by a Leprous Woman; where if we allow 
him to call the Malignant Matter, which, is lodged 
in the Vagina, [the Womms feed] we fhall find he 
accurately defcribes the very firft Venereal Infection, 
by part of the virulent Matters being received into 
the Urethra ; from whence by the Communication of 
the Veins and Arteries, it is conveyed into the whole 
Body, after which (fays he) enfues its total Corrup- 
tion. Let us now examine the Symptoms of one 
fore of their Leprofy, for it muft be neceffarily di- 
vided into different Species, when another Diftem- 
per was blended with it, in which we obferve fuch a 
diverfity of appearances ; and this I fhall the rather 
do in this Place, becaufe it will furnifh us with the 

next 
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next Succeflion of Symptoms after thofe already men- 
tioned, as the Venereal Ozsenas, the Ulcers of the 
Throat, the Hoarfnefs, the proof of its being com- 
municable from the Niirfe to the Child, by Heredi 
tary fucceffioni &c Ail which we find to be ttuc 
in the Venereal Difeafe at this Day. Our Country- 
Man Bartholomew Glanvile, who flouriflied about the 
Year i}6o, in his Book de Proprietatibus Rentm, tranfc 
lated by John Trevifa Vicar of Bar kief in 1398 tefls 
us fame Leprous Per fens have redde Pymfles and Whelkes 
in the Face, out of whom oftenm runne Blood and Mat* 
ter : In fuch the Nofes fwellcn and ben grete, the 
vertue of fmellynge faylyth-, and the Bret he ftynkyth ryght 
pwle. In another place the fame Author (peaks of un- 
dent fpotyd glemy- and quyttery, the Nojethrilles ben 
ftopyl, the wafen of the Voys is rough, and the voyce 
is horfe and the Heere. falls', Among the CauCes 
of this (ott of Leprofy, he reckons tying in the 
Sheets after them, eafing Nature after them ; and o- 
hers which the firft Writers on the Pox looked up- 
on to be capable of communicating that Contagion : 
alfOj fays he, it comyth of flejhlj lyking by a Wo- 
man, after that a Leprous Man hat he lay e by her 5 alfo 
it comyth ef Fader and Moder; ann Jo thys Coma' 
gyon pajfyth into the Chylde, as it wire by Lawe of 
Herytage. And alfj when a Chylde is fedde rryth corrupt e 
Mylke of a Leprouse Nouryce* He adds by what ever 
Caufe it comes, you are not to hope for Cure if it be 
eonfyrmyd; but it may be fometvhat- hidde and left that 
it diftroye fo foone. Thus we fee how our Au- 
thor under the Name of one Species of the Lepro- 
fy, gives a Summary of the Symptoms of the Pox, 
and the feveral ways whereby it is at this time com- 
municated. Now when thefe two Difeafes were an- 
ciently blended together and pafled under the Name 

of 
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of the Leprofy only, it muft be the real Caufe why 
that Difeafe feemed to be fo rife formerly ; for two 
Diflempcrs pa fling under one Name muft neceflarily 
make it more taken notice of and much more fre- 
quent ; not but that much the greater Number 
of thofe who were formerly faid to be Leprous were 
really Venereal, feems to be very evident * for fince 
that Difeafe has been feparated from the Leprofy, it 
has drawn off fuch vaft Numbers, that the Leprofy is 
become as it were a perfect Stranger to us. Thofe 
that are acquainted with our Englifh Hiflory well 
Know the great Provifion that was anciently made 
throughout all England for Leprous Perfons, infomuch 
that there was fcarce a confiderable Town among us 
but had a LazarHoufe for fuch difeafed. In a Re- 
gifler which belonged to one of thefe Houfes, I find 
there were in 'Hen. the VIMth's time fix of them near 
London, (viz,) at Knight's Bridge, Hammerfmith, High- 
gate, Kingfland, the Lock, and at Mile-end, but about 
40 Years before i find but four mentioned , and in 
145% in the Will of Ralph Holland, Merchant Taylor, 
regiflred in the Prerogative Office, mention is made 
but of three, which, with his Legacies to them, are 
as follow* Item lego Leprofis de Lokes, extra Barram 
Sti Georgia %os. Item Lego Leprofis de Hackenay (which 
is that at Kingfland) ios. hem lego Leprofis Sti E- 
gidii extra Barram de Hoi born 40/. from which its 
worth while to note, that the Lock beyond St. Geor- 
ges Church, and that at Kingfland, are at this time 
applyed to no other ufe than for the entertainment 
and Cure of fuch as have the Venereal Malady. Some 
of our learned Antiquaries have been much concer- 
ned to know the Caufe why the Leprofy fhou'd be 
fb common in thofe early times, and fo little known 
among us now: But I believe the Reafon will be im- 
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poffible to be affigned, unlefs we allow according to 
the Proofs which 1 have already brought, that the 
Venereal Difeafe was fo blended with it, as to make 
up the Number of the difeafed It feemsto have been 
the fame thing with them in France as with us: For 
the Author of the Hiflory of that Kingdom, which 
was lately published here in two Volumes in Odavo 
tells us that the Houfe of the Fathers of the Miffion of 
St. Lc%arus, was formerly an Hofpital for Leprous 
People, but that Difeafe being ceafed in this laft Age 
(fince the Pox has been feparated from iO theie 
Lazar Houfes have been converted to other Ufes ; and it 
may not be perhaps foreign to my purpofe to take notice 
that the Writ de Leprofo amovendo contained in the 
Regifter of Writs was, /according to Coke upon Lit- 
tleton,) to prevent Leprous Perfbns aflbciating them- 
felves with their Neighbours, who appear to befoby 
their Voice and their Sores ; and the Putrefaction of 
their Flefh; and by the Smell of them. Well then, 
let us examine what Method was to be taken to 
prevent this noyfom and filthy Diftemper, the Lepro- 
fy« why truly that which would infallibly prevent 
their getting the Pox after the ufual Method, and that 
was Caftration. It is certain that Eunuchs are rarely or 
never troubled with the Leprofy, according to Mon- 
fienr le Preftre^ a Councellor in the Parliament of Pa- 
ris, who has thefe Words (a) Antlpathia veto Elephan- 
tiafis veneno rcfflit : Hinc Eunuchi & quicunque (ant 
mollis, frigid^ & effeminata nature mtnquam aut raro Le- 
pra corripiuntur, & quidem qttibus imwinct Lepra pericu- 
lum de cenftlio mtdieorum fibi virilia amputare per' 
mittitttr. And Mezeray fays, he has read in the Life 
of Philip the Augufl, that fome Men had fuch Ap- 
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prehenfions of the Leprofy, (that fhameful and nafty 
Diftemper) that to preferve themfelves from k, they 
made themfelves Eunuchs. Now it is highly proba- 
ble that thole Perfons that fubmitted to fuch a pain- 
ful Operation, having before obferved, that thofe thac 
gave themfelve? up to a free and unredrained ufe of 
Women, fell at length under fuch unhappy circum- 
ftanccs;and fo found the only meafures to preferve 
themfelves from it was to be difabled for fuch en- 
gagements, which diffidently proves this Species of 
the Leprofy was Infectious; and for the reafons be- 
fore afljgned could be no other than Venereal ; for how 
the true Leprofy mould be prevented by fuch means 
will be, I believe, impoffible for any Perfon to de- 
termine. There yet remains one very confiderable 
Symptom of the Venereal Malady for me to take no- 
tice of, becaufe it is looked upon to be the mod re- 
markable in that Difeale, which, is the falling of the 
Nofe ; but fince it has been already proved, thac this 
Difeafe when it had arrived to fuch a pitch as to dis- 
cover it felf by thofe direful Symptoms as are the im- 
mediate forerunners of this, was by the Ancients con- 
founded with the Leprofy, and called by that Name, 
it mull be among the Symptoms of that Difeafe we 
are the mod likely to meet with it, if any fuch thing as 
the falling of the Nofe was known among them. 
Now the mod likely Method of coming to a cer- 
tain Knowledge of the Infallible Symptoms of the Le- 
profy of the Ancients in its more confirmed State, is 
to confult the Examinations thofe unhappy Perfons 
were obliged to undergo, before they were debarred 
the Converfation of Human Society, and committed 
to clofe confinement : But this being a thing fome 
Ages fince laid afide, no Author that I know of ha- 
ving the particular Hidory of it, and fomewhat of 
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being abfolutely necerfary in this defign, 1 {ball do 
it as briefly as I can from what Remains I have met 
with in Records, and other fcattered Papers. Firft 
then, after the Perfons appointed to examine the dif 
eafed, had comforted them, by telling them this Dis- 
temper might prove a Spiritual Advantage; and if 
they were found to be Leprous, it was to be looked 
upon as theii lurgatory in this World; and although 
they were denied the World, they were chofen of 
God : the Perfon was then to fwear to Anlwer truiy 
to all fuch Queftions as they (hould be aiked; but 
the Examiners were very cautious in their enquiries, 
lead a Perfon that was not really Leprous fhould be 
committed, which they looked upon to be an al< 
moft unpardonable Crime : They confidered the Signs 
as Univocal, which properly belonged to that Difeafe, 
or Equivocal, which might belong to another, and 
did not upon the appearance of one or two Signs, 
determine the Perfon to be aLazar; and this I find to 
be the Cafe of the Wife of John Nightingale Efq ; 
of Burntwood in Effex, who in the Reign of Edw.xhe 
iVth An. 1468 being reported to be a Lazare, and 
that fhe did converfe and communicate with Perfons 
in publick and private Places, and not (according to 
cuftom) retire her felf, but refufed fo to do, was 
accordingly examined by William Hattecliff, Roger Mar- 
call, and Dominicus de Serego the Kings Phyficians* but 
they upon ftricl: enquiry adjudged her not to be Le- 
prous, by reafon the Appearances of the Difeafe were 
not fufficient .* Some of the Queftions put to the Le- 
prous Perfons (as they called them) which will more 
fully confirm what I have before advanced, I {hall 
now give as I tranferibed them from an Ancient Book 
of Surgery yf there were any of his lygnage that 
he knew to be Lazares and effect ally their Fader s 
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and Moders ; for by any other of their Kynred they onght 
not to be Lazares, then ought ye to enquire yf he hath 
had the Company of any leprejs Woman, and yf any La- 
zare had medled with her afore him; and lately becaufe 
of the infecJ matter and contagyous filth, that (he had 
received of hym. Alfo his no ft rills be wyde outvcard,nar» 
row within and gnawn. Alfo yf his lips and Gummes are 
foul ftynking and coroded, Alfo yf his voice be horse, 
and as he fpeafath in the nofe. Now the Signs 
which are here mentioned, were looked upon to be 
Univocal: And thefe were they that made the Ex- 
aminers principally determine the Perfons to be Le- 
prous; but what Determinations any one would im- 
mediately give from fuch Symptoms now, no Perfon 
is furely ignorant of. But even thefe certain appea- 
rances would not always fatisfy fome Perlbns, if we 
may believe Falix Platenus in his Medicinal and Chi- 
rurgical Oblervations, Lib. 5. who tells us forae did 
not look upon them to be fo, till they had an hor- 
rible afpedt, were hoarfe, and Nofes fell. Likewife in 
the Examen Leproforum printed in the De Chirurgia 
Script ores Opt imh the Author fpeaktng of the Signs of 
the Leprofy relating to the Nofe begins thus, Si nares 
exierius fecundttm exteriorem partem ingroffentur, & in- 
terim conftringantur, & coarcientur. Secundo ft apparent 
cartilaginis in medio corrofto, et cafus ejus fignificat Le- 
pram jncurabilem. And the before mentioned John Ga- 
difden in his Chapter de Lepra fays as follows, Signa 
confirmationis etiam incurabiliter funt corrofto cartilaginis 
am eft inter foramina & cafus ejufdem. Thus Sir have I 
proved we had a Diftemper among us fome hundreds 
of Years before the Venereal Difeafe is faid to have 
been known in Europe, which was called the Burning ; 
that this Burning was Infectious, and that it was the 
firfl: Degree of the Venereal Difeafe; that this being 
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common at that time, from their Method of Treat- 
ment ; the Pox muft be unavoidable : That it had ex- 
actly the fame appearances it has now. although they 
were generally called by different Names, that the An- 
cients confounded it with the Leprofy ; that the vaft 
Numbers of Leprous Perfons among us, before the 
Venereal Difeafe was feparated from it ; and the final' 
Number we obferve at this Time, is a flagrant Proof 
of the former '■> that in defcribing the Symptoms of 
the Leprofy, they give us thole of the Venereal Ma- 
lady 5 and, by mentioning how it is communicated, 
they defcribe the ways by which the Pox is gotten 
at this Day } that fuch Remedies were by them re- 
commended to prevent the flrft attack of the Lepro- 
fy, as are at this Time in Ufe to prevent the firft 
Symptoms of the Pox; and that the falling of the 
Nofe, which has been look'd upon to be the moft 
remarkable Symptom of the Venereal Difeafe^ was 
commonly obferved in what they called the Leprofy 
in former Ages. 

/ am, Sir, 
Tours 6rc, 

William Beckett. 
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